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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Louisville Sports Entertainment District proposed next to
Slugger Field

Project would create vibrant connection between downtown neighborhoods

LOUISVILLE, Ky, (Dec. 2, 2024) - Mayor Craig Greenberg today announced a
transformative new mixed-use development proposal adjacent to Louisville Slugger Field.

The proposal is a joint venture between Louisville Bats owner Diamond Baseball Holdings
(DBH) and Machete Group, an industry leader specializing in the planning and development
of sports and entertainment venues and adjacent mixed-use projects. Louisville Metro
Government is working with DBH and Machete on a draft development agreement that would
outline potential public participation in the proposed District.

The proposed Louisville Sports Entertainment District is part of ongoing revitalization efforts
to create a more vibrant, healthy, and connected downtown and would offer a mix of housing,
retail, hospitality, and entertainment options. If realized, the project would activate a currently
underutilized space to create a vital connection point for the community between downtown,
Butchertown, NuLu, and Waterfront Park.

“This exciting development represents our commitment to enhancing the quality of life for our
residents and visitors,” said Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg. “We are being proactive about
developing surface lots across our downtown; these type of lots are ripe for development that
benefits our city as a whole and its residents. We look forward to continuing to work with
Machete Group and Diamond Baseball Holdings to hopefully make this District a reality.”

With over 500,000 square feet of mixed-use development, the District would be a unique
destination for the Louisville community, featuring well-amenitized residences, a full-service
boutique hotel, office and meeting spaces, retail shops, a revitalized entrance to Slugger Field,
and on-site parking – all steps away from the iconic downtown ballpark.

“The opportunity to contribute to the ongoing revitalization efforts in downtown Louisville
and create a hub of energy and excitement surrounding the home of the Bats is a game-
changer for our organization and our fans,” said Pat Battle and Peter Freund, Executive
Chairman and CEO, respectively, of DBH, owner of the Bats. “We’re thrilled to double-down
on the commitment we made to the Louisville community more than a year ago when we
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acquired the Bats and look forward to further enhancing the overall experience for everyone
who visits Slugger Field.”

“We are thrilled to be part of a development proposal that would not only enhance the local
sports culture but also contributes to the overall growth and vitality of Louisville,” said David
Carlock, Principal at Machete Group. “This mixed-use space will create a new neighborhood
that blends leisure, entertainment, and residential living, making it a desirable destination for
all.”

The development would generate jobs, boost local business, attract new talent, and create a
vibrant community atmosphere. Full details of the project are yet to be confirmed as the public
review and approvals processes are set to begin imminently, and the City is still working with
DBH and Machete Group on what public participation in the project could look like.

"The proposed district represents a significant investment in the continued transformation of
our Downtown core,” said Rebecca Fleischaker, executive director of Louisville Downtown
Partnership. “This project would add needed residential development, with entertainment and
hospitality options, and would become a new destination, as well as add density to this area,
improving vibrancy and perception of safety.”

 

For further information, please contact:

Louisville Metro Government

Caitlin Bowling, 502-216-1431

caitlin.bowling@louisvilleky.gov

 

Diamond Baseball Holdings

press@diamondbaseballholdings.com
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About Diamond Baseball Holdings

Founded in 2021, Diamond Baseball Holdings is committed to elevating fan experiences,
creating “centers of energy,” fostering dynamic engagements for brands and highlighting the
evolution of the Minor League Baseball environment. It is grounded in a deep-rooted
appreciation for traditions, community and the sport of baseball. For more information visit
diamondbaseballholdings.com.  
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About Machete Group

Machete Group, Inc. has deep experience planning and developing sports and entertainment
venues and adjacent mixed-use projects. With experience as developers, sports team
executives, and venue operators, the firm offers unique capabilities and extensive knowledge
of complex customer-facing real estate development, placemaking, and strategic partnerships.
To learn more about Machete Group, please visit machetegroup.com.
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