CIVIL RIGHTS WALKING TOUR

Points of Interest

* Tour begins at the Muhammad Ali

Q

Q

Center near the corner of 6th and
Washington Streets.

The Muhammad Ali Center, 144 N. 6th St.

The Muhammad Ali Center, founded by Muhammad
and his wife Lonnie, is an education and multicultural
center with an award-winning museum dedicated to
the life and legacy of Muhammad Ali.

Black Six Marker, 6th St., on Metro Hall Grounds

The marker is dedicated to the Black Six, whose
struggle taught us to never give up the battle for
dignity and justice.

Breonna Taylor Marker, 301 S. 6th St.

Builtin 1978, Jefferson Square Park memorializes

first responders killed in the line of duty. In 2020, it
became a gathering place for those demanding justice
for Breonna Taylor, a Black woman tragically killed by
Louisville Metro Police serving a search warrant.

Sit-ln Demonstration Sites Marker - Louisville
Convention & Visitors Center, 301 S. Fourth St.

The Downtown Civil Rights Trail preserves an
important part of Louisville’s history. The marker logo
is designed by nationally recognized sculptor Ed
Hamilton and depicts student protesters to symbolize
the civil rights movement in Louisville, the South, and
across the country.

Kaufman-Straus Department Store,
427 S. Fourth St.

Kaufman'’s was one of two large department stores
targeted for demonstrations because black patrons
were denied service in their restaurants.

Stewart’s Department Store, 510 S. Fourth St.

Demonstrations led by CORE, the Youth Council
of the NAACP, and a coalition of churches and
individuals, started in February 1960 and resulted
in the Stewart's restaurant periodically closing due
to the disruption of business.
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7  Blue Boar Cafeterias, 410 W. Walnut St.

Targeted sites for the demonstrators on Fourth
Street included the Blue Boar Cafeterias because
of their unwillingness to serve African American

customers.

Civil Rights Movement, Fourth St. and
Guthrie St.

In Spring 1960, sit-in demonstrations spread

throughout the South, as young African

Americans demanded an end to second-class

treatment in restaurants, department stores
and movie theaters.

@ Walgreens, 573 S. Fourth St.
On November 27, 1958, Kingston, Jamaica

Mayor, Iris King, and a group that included a
delegation representing national, state, and local
governments stopped briefly in the store where

King sought to have a cup of coffee.
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Mary Anderson / Rialto Theater,
630 S. Fourth St.

One of six segregated theaters targeted for
demonstrations by the NAACP, the Mary
Anderson Theater opened in August 1933.

United Artists Theater/Penthouse Theater,
625 S. Fourth St.

Originally opened as the Loews Theater in 1928,
the theater closed in the late 1960s following
the demonstrations and later reopened as the
Louisville Palace Theater.

Kentucky/Ohio Theater, 655 S. Fourth St.

Built in 1921, the structure served for years as a
movie house. The movie house closed in 1986
and was almost scheduled for demolition until

a local entrepreneur bought it at auction and
turned it over to two arts advocates who created
a nonprofit arts organization, called the Kentucky
Theater Project Inc.

The Brown Hotel, Northeast Corner
of Fourth St. and Broadway

Constructed in 1923 by Louisville businessman
James Graham Brown; the Brown Hotel has
anchored the “Magic Corner” of Fourth and
Broadway since its opening. Prior to the
demonstrations in 1961, and the passage of

the public accommodations ordinance in 1963,
Brown resisted early efforts to integrate the hotel.

The Brown Theater, 315 W. Broadway

Motivated by previous unsuccessful attempts to
generate support for a public accommodations
ordinance, the NAACP Youth Council targeted
the Brown Theater in 1959.
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